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ll that Legal Aid of Nebraska’s staff and volunteers do to 
“make equal justice happen” for struggling low-income 
Nebraskans is a result of hundreds of partnerships, which 

come in all shapes and sizes. To recognize these remarkable 
partners, the inaugural Friends of Legal Aid Awards Luncheon 
was held September 12 at Happy Hollow Country Club in 
Omaha. During the luncheon, the first Equal Justice Awards 
were presented to recognize partners who have made particu-
larly significant and noteworthy contributions to the shared 
goal of equal justice for all.

Kutak Rock LLP: The inaugural Law Firm Partner Equal 
Justice Award honored Kutak Rock. This award recognizes 
Kutak Rock’s long-lasting partnership with Legal Aid. Kutak 
Rock is a leading national law firm that not only sees support 
for equal justice for all as an ethical obligation, but also as a 
clarion call for action in the legal profession.

American National Bank: The inaugural Community 
Partner Equal Justice Award was presented to American Na-
tional Bank. This award recognizes American National Bank’s 
corporate commitment to providing significant staff time and 
financial resources to supporting an exceptional range of com-
munity services, including Legal Aid.

Mark Laughlin of Fraser Stryker and David Cripe of 
Hauptman O’Brien Wolf & Lathrop: The inaugural Attorney 
Partner Equal Justice Awards were presented to Mark Laughlin 
and David Cripe. These successful Omaha private attorneys 
were recognized for their leadership and involvement in helping 
hundreds of low-income refugees displaced from the Yale Park 

Apartments one year ago. These families were forced to live in 
unsafe, unhealthy, and unacceptable conditions. Recognizing 
their sophisticated legal skills would be of great help to these 
families, Mark and David stepped forward to lend a hand in this 
fight against injustice. 

This first Friends of Legal Aid luncheon also featured a 
stirring keynote from Professor Peter Edelman of Georgetown 
Law, a noted expert and leader on poverty and the role of civil 
legal aid. Professor Edelman described the advances being 
made in the District of Columbia and legal issues, such as the 
criminalization of poverty, now demanding attention.

Thank you to all who attended this inaugural event and 
made it a great success. A full gallery of photos from the event 
is available at www.legalaidofnebraska.org/2019/09/16/first-
annual-friends-of-legal-aid-awards-luncheon/
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Equal Justice Award winners are, from left, David Cripe, Mark 
Laughlin, Amy Van Horne (Kutak Rock), Jay Selanders (Chair, Kutak 
Rock), and Jason L. Hansen (President, American National Bank).

Professor Peter Edelman of 
Georgetown Law gives the 
keynote presentation, “The 
Role of Legal Aid in Addressing 
Poverty.”

Nebraska 
State Senator 
Steve Lathrop 
speaks with 
Nebraska 
Attorney 
General Doug 
Peterson at 
the Friends 
of Legal 
Aid Awards 
Luncheon.
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This summer, 
high school student 
Kenny Zhu was se-
lected as a recipient 
of the Better Busi-
ness Bureau Founda-
tion’s Student Service Excellence Award 
for Rotary Honor Roll Students. Kenny 
chose to designate his monetary donation 
to Legal Aid of Nebraska because of his 
interest in being an attorney one day. Con-
gratulations to Kenny on this achievement 
and thank you for supporting Legal Aid.

hands and brightened up the confer-
ence room with their artistic creations. 
Each canvas is different and tells its 
own story. 

Many thanks to 
our “Friends of Legal 
Aid” who joined us 
September 12 at 
the Happy Hollow 
Club in Omaha! We 
celebrated partner-
ships and launched what we expect 
is a remarkable new chapter for Legal 
Aid. Each of our inaugural Equal 
Justice Award recipients — Kutak 
Rock, American National Bank, Mark 
Laughlin, and David Cripe — deserve 
this special recognition, yet are simply 
emblematic of the many friends Legal 
Aid has across Nebraska. 

Our work, which last year helped 
over 28,000 low-income Nebraskans, 
is already doing so much good, but 
there remains a vast justice gap for far 
too many vulnerable people who need 
and deserve the help. From the busy 
neighborhoods of urban Omaha all 
the way to the shadow of Scotts Bluff, 
we know that equal justice can’t wait, 
no matter where you live. So this fall, 
be a “Friend of Legal Aid,” and make a 
major financial donation as a firm, indi-
vidual, or corporation, and you’ll know 
you are making equal justice happen!

- Milo Mumgaard, Legal Aid of 
Nebraska Executive Director

Legal Aid will receive the Seeds of 
Justice Award at Nebraska Appleseed’s 
Good Apple Awards Oct. 10. The Seeds 
of Justice Award honors outstanding 
legal contributions to public interest law 
and/or pro bono contributions by private 
lawyers and law firms advancing public 
interest. Thank you to Nebraska Apple-
seed for this honor. 
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Following his keynote presen-
tation at the Friends of Legal Aid 
Awards Luncheon, Professor Peter 
Edelman, author of “Not a Crime 
to Be Poor: The Criminalization of 
Poverty in America” held a book 
talk and signing in Lincoln. His 
message was highly sought after 
as Francie and Finch Bookshop 
was filled wall-to-wall with chairs. 
Professor Edelman also allowed 
for a lively Q&A with the audience. 
Earlier in the day, he gave a special 
presentation for Omaha Legal Aid 
employees. 

Legal Aid greatly appreciated 
the time and efforts put in by Pro-
fessor Edelman for every event. 

Legal Aid is pleased to announce 
it is the recipient of a highly competi-
tive Pro Bono Innovation Fund grant 
from the federal Legal Services 
Corporation (LSC). The $357,475 grant 
allows Legal Aid to begin the Pro Bono 
Connection Project, which will expand 
pro bono legal services to low-income 
Nebraskans in rural areas. LSC’s 
Pro Bono Innovation Fund awarded 
$4,347,185 to 14 legal aid organiza-
tions nationwide to encourage and 
expand pro bono efforts and part-
nerships to serve more low-income 
clients. Legal Aid’s Pro Bono Connec-
tion Project’s goal is to increase the 
number of low-income rural clients 
receiving civil legal assistance.

Legal Aid welcomes 
Peter Edelman
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Last year’s Terminal Building fire 
destroyed a lot of the art and wall hang-
ings in the Lincoln office. The talented 
Lincoln staff took matters into their own 

Pro Bono Innovation 
Grant awarded to 
Legal Aid

High school student chooses 
Legal Aid for donation



Legal Aid’s goal to provide a more accessible, user-
friendly, and modern website was achieved when the 
new site launched mid-summer. The yearlong project 
gathered feedback from partners, clients, funders, and 
employees to create a cohesive and organized website. 
While the look of the site has changed, the web ad-
dress remains the same. The site can still be found at 
LegalAidOfNebraska.org and is mobile-friendly.
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Donate!
You can always support the cause of equal justice 
by making a gift to Legal Aid of Nebraska at:  
legalaidofnebraska.thankyou4caring.org

Chief Justice Mike Heavican of the Nebraska Supreme Court 
welcomed Legal Aid’s summer law clerks and interns and gave them 
a rousing description of the members of the court, its day-to-day 
activities, and how the justices hear cases and write decisions. The 
group was invited up to the bench and toured the back chambers of 
the court. 

Legal Aid thanks Chief Justice Heavican for supporting this 
opportunity which is always a highlight of the summer clerk and 
intern program.

Legal Aid summer clerks, interns visit 
Nebraska Supreme Court

New, updated website launches

Legal Aid holds its first Trans 
Name Change Class and Clinic

With support from Creighton University’s law students and 
Heartland Workforce Solutions, Legal Aid held its first Trans Name 
Change Class and Clinic to help make the name change process 
more accessible to transgender individuals. 

“As a transgender person in Nebraska, I know how it can be dif-
ficult to find support and assistance here, so I am extremely happy 
to have been able to use our skills here at Legal Aid to give back to 
my community in a meaningful way,” said Talia Hughes, Legal Aid 
paralegal.

Attorney and LGBTQ+ advocate Joni Watke Stacy led the class 
and Legal Aid attorneys assisted during the clinic with help from 
Creighton University law students and Union Pacific paralegals. 
More of these clinics are planned for 2020.

Download 
TAGG, support 
Legal Aid

Turn your night out in Lincoln or Omaha into 
a donation to Legal Aid through the TAGG app. By 
entering your receipt from a participating busi-
ness into the app, the business will give a portion 
of your purchase to Legal Aid, at no cost to you! 

Here’s how it works:
Step 1: Download the free mobile app: Together 
a Greater Good (TAGG).
Step 2: Visit any participating business on the 
app.
Step 3: Choose Legal Aid under causes.
Step 4: Snap a picture of your receipt and up-
load to the app. 

That’s it! Thank you for supporting Legal Aid!

http://LegalAidOfNebraska.org
http://legalaidofnebraska.thankyou4caring.org
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Oct. 10: Nebraska Appleseed’s 
Good Apple Awards
 Legal Aid will be presented with 

the Seeds of Justice Award.
Oct. 26: Omaha Set Aside and 
Record Sealing Clinic
 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m.; Heartland 

Workforce Solutions, Omaha

Check out Legal Aid employees engaged with their communities across Nebraska 
to spread the word of equal justice.

The winner of Legal Aid’s contest 
for a new Equal Justice Hero mascot is 
Oreo, a handsome French Bulldog owned 
by Juvenile Justice Project Attorney 
Hazell Rodriguez in Lincoln. Thank you to 
everyone who submitted photos and/or 
voted. We loved seeing all of the furry (and 
feather-y) friends of Legal Aid!
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Legal Aid of Nebraska is partially funded with federal monies appropriated to the Legal Services Corporation 
and distributed throughout the United States to programs based upon the state’s poverty population. As 
a condition of receiving these funds, Legal Aid is precluded, by federal regulation, from participating in any 
activity prohibited by either the LSC Act or by P.L. 104-304. 

Meet 
Oreo, 
the new 
Equal 
Justice 
Doggo


